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1. Apart from a personal vote at a polling station, does electoral law allow other voting methods?
a) Is vote by proxy allowed?
Yes, in Poland it is possible to vote by proxy. This applies to voters with significant or moderate disability (assessed by a suitable administrative unit).
b) If vote by proxy is allowed, in what manner is it authorized and to whom is the authorization submitted?
Proxy authorization is given before a borough leader (mayor) or any municipal office employee authorized by the borough leader (mayor) to issue proxy papers. These are issued after an application is made (not later than 9 days before election day) to the borough leader (mayor) of the commune in which the proxy donor figures on the electoral roll. Application should include: first name(s) and surname, father's name, date of birth, PESEL registration number (Universal Electronic System of Population Register) and addresses of both the donor and the intended proxy as well as a clear indication of the specific election to which the proxy power is intended to apply.
c) Is postal vote allowed?
It is allowed in the case of voters with significant or moderate disabilities. Intention to vote by correspondence should be notified to the borough leader (mayor) not later than 21 days before election day. A voting package shall be sent to an applicant by the electoral municipal office to be received not later than 7 days before election day. Delivery of the electoral package is made by an authorized municipal employee.
d) Is electronic vote allowed over the Internet either remotely or at a polling station?
No, in Poland neither method is allowed. The only way is to make a selection using the ballot paper.
e) Is there a possibility of voting in person outside the polling station (a mobile ballot-box)? If so, in what cases? What conditions apply? Who brings ballot-boxes to voters? 
Voting outside a polling station is not allowed.
f) Are there other methods of voting?
There are not.
2. What type of a voting card is used in your country: a single card, a booklet, one big sheet of paper or an envelope system?

In Poland – depending on the type of elections – it is a single card (in presidential, Senate and borough leaders’ elections) or a booklet, where candidates of each political group running in elections are listed on separate pages.
3. What is the voting system in your country: proportional or majority vote?

In Poland both voting systems are used.

Presidential election and the borough leaders’ elections are based on a majority vote system, where a candidate must receive more than 50 per cent of the total number of votes (if this condition is not met, the second round takes place between the two candidates with the highest number of votes).  Simple majority voting system is used for elections to the Senate and local elections to municipal councils (except for municipalities which have the status of towns with county rights). Proportional system is used in elections to the European Parliament, in parliamentary elections and local elections to municipal councils in municipalities which are towns with county rights, as well as in county council elections and elections to the provincial assemblies.
4. If your country uses proportional system, is this a system 

· of open lists (where the voter chooses not only a political group but also a particular candidate from the list of candidates of that political group), 

· of closed lists (where the voter supports only a list of a political group and its leader)?

In Poland voters vote on an open list.

5. Who is appointed and in what way to the electoral commission at the basic level?

The right to nominate candidates to territorial electoral commissions at the basic level is vested in plenipotentiaries of electoral committees whose functions cover  the local government unit for the area. The right to nominate candidates to the district electoral commissions is vested in plenipotentiaries of electoral committees, whose candidates have been registered in the relevant municipal office or those which have a registered list of candidates for councilors for the constituency  appropriate to the given district electoral commission. In case of more candidates being proposed than the number of places within the commission, selection is made by drawing lots. Additionally, each commission includes a person appointed by the borough leader (mayor) from among the office staff.
6. Who and how counts the votes from the ballot box? What are legal methods of public control over vote-counting?

In Poland votes are counted in territorial electoral commissions, only by the members of that commission. After emptying the ballot box, commission members manually count the votes. The procedure of vote-counting is monitored by observers representing party electoral committees running in the elections. When the counting is completed, the president of the commission sends an electronic version of a draft report of the election results to the district electoral commission. The district commission verifies the correctness of the draft report, and then its printed version is signed by the members of the local electoral commission and handed over to the district electoral commission headquarters together with all ballot papers packed in sealed bags.

During the voting and the vote-counting, poll observers may be present at the polling station. They are appointed by the representative of the election committee running in the elections or by a person authorized by him. Each election committee may appoint one observer to each polling station. Poll observers have the right to add their remarks with allegations to the report.


7. What public control of vote-counting exists at county or national level? Are observers representing political parties and election committees allowed in supra-local electoral commissions? 
 Electoral committees delegate their representatives to district commissions as they do to the local ones. These poll observers have the right to oversee the work of a commission at any level including the National Electoral Commission, the highest body.
International election observers, invited by the National Electoral Commission after consultation with the minister for foreign affairs, have the right to observe the elections and the work of electoral bodies, including the district electoral commissions. These observers have such powers as poll observers except the right to make comments to the protocols.

8. In what way are voting results made public at the  polling stations?
A copy of the protocol is publicly displayed in an easily accessible place.

9. How are voting results from individual polling stations transmitted to the district election authority at a higher level?

The results are transmitted electronically and also in a documentary form, signed by all commission members.
 
10. On what basis are the final results of the election determined; are they based on election protocols supplied by the local electoral commissions or on reports submitted electronically?

The results are determined on the basis of reports submitted by electronic means and also written protocols sent by the district election commissions.

11. After how many days are the official results usually given following:
 a. Elections to the European Parliament
On the second day
b. Parliamentary elections
On the third day 
c. Local elections   
On the third day

12. In what way is the body responsible for the conduct of elections and announcement of results at the national level appointed? 
Central electoral authority (National Electoral Commission - a supreme permanent electoral authority competent to conduct elections) is appointed by a Presidential decision. National Electoral Commission is composed of: 9 judges, 3 of whom are presented by the Presidents of the Constitutional Tribunal; - 3 by the Supreme Court and 3 by the Supreme Administrative Court.

The replies from 37 chambers are summarized below.
Electoral procedures in countries – members of the Council of Europe; Questions 1-2

	
	Question 1 a, 1b: 

Voting by a proxy; 

Authorization
	Question 1c: 

Postal vote
	Question 1d: 

Electronic vote at polling station / per internet
	Question 1e: 

Mobile ballot box
	Question 1f: 

Other methods of voting
	Question 2: 

Voting card

	Albania
	Yes 
	No
	No / No
	No
	No
	Single card

	Austria
	No
	Yes
	No / No
	Yes
	Early voting using a voting card.
	Sheet of paper inserted into an envelope

	Belgium
	Yes, in certain cases. A certificate of no possibility to vote personally shall be submitted to a chairperson of the election committee.
	Only Belgians living abroad.
	Yes, in many polling stations / No
	No 
	No
	Big sheet of paper to be folded

	Bosnia and Hercegovina 
	No
	Yes
	No / No
	Yes
	Yes
	Big sheet of paper – up to 4 in one voting

	Bulgaria
	No
	No
	Yes / No
	Yes
	No
	No answer

	Croatia
	No
	No
	No / No
	Yes
	No
	Single card

	Cyprus
	No
	No
	No / No
	No
	No
	Big sheet of paper

	Denmark
	No
	No
	No / No
	No
	Early voting
	Big single card

	Estonia
	Yes, in case of disability. An authorization shall be  presented to the election committee.
	Yes
	No / Yes
	Yes
	No
	Single card or an electronic voting card

	Finland
	No
	Yes
	No / No 
	Yes (early voting for disabled people)
	No
	Single card

	France
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes, in 64 municipalities / No
	No
	No
	Single card, printed horizontally

	Germany
	No
	Yes. On an application of a voting person. It requires a statement that the vote is consent with the will of the voting person.
	No / No 
	Yes
	No
	Single card, format A4 or bigger

	Greece
	No
	No
	No / No
	No
	No
	Single card to be inserted into an envelope

	Hungary
	No
	Yes
	No / No
	Yes
	No
	Single card 

	Iceland
	No
	Yes
	No / No
	No answer
	No
	Single card

	Ireland
	No
	Yes, certain categories of voters
	No / No
	No
	No
	Single card

	Israel
	No
	No
	No / No
	No
	No
	Single card

	Italy
	No
	Only from abroad
	No / No
	Yes
	No
	Folded sheet of paper

	Lithuania
	No
	Yes
	No / No
	No
	Voting at home and early voting.
	Single sheet of paper.

	Luxembourg
	No
	Yes
	No / No
	No
	No
	Big sheet of paper, folded in 4.

	Moldova
	No
	No
	Yes / No
	Yes
	No
	Big sheet of paper

	Montenegro
	No
	No
	No / No
	Yes
	No
	Single card

	Netherlands
	Yes. An application to establish a representative is submitted on a special form. It is accepted by the major. 
	Yes, for voters staying abroad.
	No / No
	Yes
	No
	Big sheet of paper.

	Norway
	No
	No
	No / No
	Yes
	Early voting
	Single card.

	Poland
	Yes. The proposal to establish a proxy shall be filed in at the office of the municipality.
	Yes
	No / No
	No
	No
	Single card or a booklet.

	Portugal
	No
	No 
	No / No
	No
	Early voting
	Single card.

	Romania
	No
	No
	No / No
	No
	No
	Single card.

	Russia
	No
	No
	No / No
	Yes
	No answer
	Single card.

	Serbia
	No
	No
	No / No
	Yes
	No
	No answer

	Slovakia
	No
	Yes, in parliamentary election
	No / No
	Yes
	No
	As many cards, as the number of parties which stand for election

	Slovenia
	No
	Yes
	No / No
	Yes
	Early voting
	Single card.

	Spain
	No
	Yes
	No, but there are trials with electronic devices / No, but there are elections with usage of Internet in test form.
	No
	No
	Single card or sheet of paper.

	Sweden
	Yes
	Yes
	No / Planned in 2018
	No
	Yes
	Single card

	Switzerland
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes, as a test/ Yes, as a test
	No
	No
	No answer

	Turkey
	No
	No
	No / No
	No
	No
	Big sheet of paper

	Ukraine
	No 
	No
	No / No
	Yes
	No
	Long sheet of paper

	United Kingdom
	Yes. On an application of a voter. Proxies’ data should be written down into register of voters.
	Yes. Any voter may request a postal vote either for one election or for all elections.
	No / No
	No
	No
	Two single cards


Electoral procedures in countries – members of the Council of Europe; Questions 3, 4, 6-9

	
	Question 3:

Voting system
	Question 4: 

Open / closed lists?
	Question 6: 

Counting votes from the ballot box
	Question 7:

Public control of vote-counting
	Question 8:

Publication of voting results at the  polling stations
	Question 9:

Transmission of the voting results to the election authority at a higher level

	Albania
	Proportional
	Closed lists
	Counting team (4 people) from the members of the election commission at polling station
	Observers designated by political parties or coalitions participating in election
	No answer
	Electronically and on paper

	Austria
	Proportional
	Open lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Observers designated by political parties participating in election
	Only the results of local election are published at polling stations
	By telephone, fax, e-mail or SMS

	Belgium
	Proportional
	Open lists
	Manually or electronically by members of special commissions. 
	Only observers designated by political parties 
	No results are published at polling stations
	Electronically and on paper

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	Proportional or majority – depending on election 
	Open lists
	At polling stations or in a Main Center for Counting.
	Only accredited observers
	The chairperson of a committee posts at the polling station a table containing a detailed overview of the voting results 
	Electronically and on paper

	Bulgaria
	Proportional – in parliamentary, EP and councilors elections.

Majority system in presidential and mayors elections.
	No answer
	No answer
	Only representatives of political parties, media and accredited observers 
	The chairperson announces the results of voting – how many votes were given on each party or candidate. A copy of the protocol is put up outdoor.
	The chairperson of the committee at polling station hands over the protocol (not rended, together with copies) to the district election commission; individual copies are given to the regional election commission and to the Central Election Commission 

	Croatia
	Proportional – in parliamentary and EP elections as well as to representative bodies in local election. 

Majority system in presidential and local elections for executive bodies.
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Representatives of political parties, NGOs, international observers.
	The voting results are announced by the responsible election commission at its websites, in the media and on the bulletin board


	Electronically (e-mail) and on paper

	Cyprus
	Parliamentary and EP election – proportional.

Presidential and local – majority system.
	Open lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Representatives of candidates in election. Public control is guaranteed because committee’s members are civil servants. 
	The voting results are announced in the polling station 
	Protocols are transmitted personally to Returning Officers in each constituency. They send them to the Chief Returning Officer. 

	Denmark
	Proportional
	Open lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station under supervision of persons appointed by the municipal council.
	Observers appointed by the city or borough council
	Within 48 hours the preliminary results from polling stations are announced in media. Results from whole country are counted by the Statistics Denmark 
	Electronically

	Estonia
	Proportional
	Open lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission.
	Yes. Everyone has the right to observe the course of election
	Results are announced at polling stations 
	Electronically and on paper

	Finland
	Proportional
	Open lists
	Votes are counted in regional (local election) or district (other elections) election commissions.
	Representatives of political parties, organizations and authorized persons
	On the third day after election the district election committee announces the final result of voting. It is also published in newspapers.
	Ballot papers and other voting materials should be without delay delivered to the central election committee of the municipality in case of municipal election or to the district election commission in case of other elections.

	France
	Both systems
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted by so called scrutineers (people appointed from among voters present at the polling station) under supervision of the members of election commission. Scrutineers can also be appointed by the candidates. When there is too little number of counting people, the members of the election commission may help them.
	Everyone has the right to observe the course of election
	Results are announced publicly at polling station and a copy of the voting protocol is displayed
	The voting results are transmitted first to the central municipal commission, further to the territorial prefecture and finally to the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

	Germany
	In parliamentary election each voter has two votes: one in proportional and one in majority systems. In European election it is a proportional system.
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Yes
	The chairperson of the election commission at polling station reads the results.


	Results are transmitted from a polling station electronically to the local authority. Here they are summarized and forwarded to the county election officer. The election protocol on paper (signed by all members of the election commission at a polling station) follows the same way.  

	Greece
	Proportional  with enhancement of the winning party.
	Open lists, with exceptions.
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Form of public control is the way the members of an election commission at polling station are elected (drawing lots from among people eligible to vote). Apart from this there are representatives of candidates.
	Results are not publicly announced at polling stations.
	By telegraph. Lately in some polling stations a secure transmission by mobiles started to be in use.

	Hungary
	Mixed system in parliamentary and local elections.
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted twice at a polling station by members of the election commission.
	Representatives of media, political parties and international observers.
	No
	Electronically

	Iceland
	Proportional
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted by volunteers in counting centers.
	Yes, in the polling station as well as in the counting centers
	Preliminary results are announced successively after closing polling stations on TV and in major news media
	Ballot papers are transported from polling stations to counting centers.

	Ireland
	Proportional
	Open lists
	Votes are counted in central counting places in each constituency.
	Agents of candidates can be present at the counting place and observe the process
	The Returning Officer announces the results after each round of counting 
	In Dáil election names of the chosen deputies are written on the writ issued to the Returning Officer by the Clerk of the Dáil and the writ is returned to the Clerk.

	Israel
	Proportional
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted manually.
	Yes


	No answer
	Ballots from polling stations are transported to regional election committees. They are counted again and results are put into computer system.

	Italy
	Proportional with majority premium.
	Closed lists

 
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station. People appointed by the parties taking part in election help in this work.
	In district electoral committees (second level).
	The results are not published at polling stations.


	Election protocol is delivered by the chairperson of the election committee at polling station to the clerk of the Court, who provides to send it to the District electoral office – an election authority at the second level.

	Lithuania
	In parliamentary election – mixed system.

In local and EP election – proportional system.
	Open lists. A voter chooses five candidates.
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station after its closure.
	Only accredited  election observers and representatives of mass media may participate in the counting of votes at polling stations and constituencies.
	No answer
	Electronically

	Luxembourg
	In parliamentary and EP election – proportional. 

In local election system depends on a number of inhabitants a municipality has: for these under 3000 voters it is a majority system and for these with over 3000 voters – proportional one.
	Open lists 
	Votes are counted manually by the members of the election commission at polling station. 
	Counting of votes at polling stations may be observed by representatives of political parties or candidates.  
	Voting protocol is put up at the polling station.
	The results of the voting are sent in two copies to the municipal election commission. Once the president of the municipal committee has the results of all  polling stations of the municipality, he/she sends them by registered mail to the government and to the president of the "bureau principal" of the constituency.



	Moldova
	Proportional
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the electoral committee at polling station.
	Observers accredited by a district electoral committee.
	Voting results are not announced at polling stations.
	Protocols from precinct electoral committees are delivered to district electoral committees.

	Montenegro
	Proportional
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Representatives of NGOs and international observes – all should get an authorization.
	No answer
	Protocols and other electoral materials are delivered to the municipal election commission within up to 6 hours after closing  polling stations.

	Netherlands
	Proportional
	Open lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	International observers with a permit given by the minister of foreign affairs.
	The chairperson of the election commission announces the results at polling station. 
	The protocol and voting ballots are delivered to the mayor of the city, who ensures that they are taken to the chairperson of the principal election commission. 

	Norway
	Proportional
	Closed lists with a possibility to give an additional vote for a candidate.
	The district election commission decides where counting of ballots will take place – at the polling station, at other polling station or at premises of district committee.
	Members of election commissions at polling stations should be representatives of political parties. Everyone may observe the course of election.
	Each election commission decides if and how the results should be made public.
	No answer

	Poland 
	Proportional system  in elections to Sejm, EP and to municipal councils which are towns with county rights. 

Majority system in presidential, Senate and city majors elections as well as in elections to other municipal councils.
	Open lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Representatives of candidates who compete in election and invited international observers.
	A copy of the voting protocol is put up in the polling station.
	Electronically and on paper.

	Portugal
	Proportional
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted by the authorized members of the election commission at a polling station.
	Representatives of candidates who compete in election.
	The results of voting are put up at the entrance to the polling station.
	Within 24 hours the chairperson of election committee on basic level sends protocols and other election materials to the president of the general counting assembly.

	Romania
	Proportional and majority
	Open lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Authorized observers.
	No answer
	Electronically and on paper.

	Russia
	In parliamentary election – mixed system. 

In elections of senior officials it is a majority system (absolute majority).
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted by all members of the basic election commissions with help other people working by the election, people registered on the lists of candidates, their proxies and people living in this electoral district who represent electoral associations.
	No answer
	District election commissions forwards data about the results of the election to the news media within 24 hours after finishing counting of votes.
	Using a special communication system “Election” or any other system used for data transmission except by voice.

	Serbia
	Proportional
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted at polling station.
	With consent of the Republic Electoral Commission.
	A copy of the voting protocol is put up at polling station. 
	Voting protocol and all documentation connected with the election are delivered to the Republic Electoral Commission.

	Slovakia 
	In parliamentary and EP elections – proportional.

In presidential and local elections – majority system.
	In parliamentary and EP elections – open lists.
	Votes are counted manually at polling stations.
	Yes
	No answer
	Voting results from each polling station are transmitted to the district election authority and to the higher level in paper form. It is planned to introduce in 2015 electronic way to send election data.

	Slovenia
	Proportional
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Representatives of candidates.
	The chairperson of the election commission announces the results at polling station 
	Election materials are delivered to the local election commission.

	Spain
	Proportional; 

only in election to the Senate majority system.
	In election to the Senate – open lists, in others – closed.
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Everyone has the right to observe how the votes are counted.
	The chairperson of the election commission at polling station reads the results and afterwards put them up at the entrance to the polling station.
	The chairperson and members of the election commission, accompanied by police deliver two from three envelopes with voting results to the First Instance Court or to the Magistrate’s Court. The third envelope is collected by a post office official and is forwarded to the Electoral Commission responsible for votes’ count.

	Sweden
	Proportional
	Open lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Yes
	The results are not published.
	By telephone

	Switzerland
	To the Nationalrat –  proportional. To the Council of States – in majority system. 
	Open lists
	No answer
	No
	The results from polling stations are not published.
	Differently in different cantons.

	Turkey 
	Proportional
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the electoral committee at polling station.
	Yes
	A copy of the protocol is put up in the polling station and remains there for a week.
	Sealed bags containing ballot papers, the official report and all other documents and materials from polling stations are delivered to the county election boards.

	Ukraine
	In parliamentary election – mixed system;

In presidential – majority system.
	Closed lists
	Votes are counted by the members of the election commission at polling station.
	Yes 
	No answer
	Protocol on paper together with ballot papers. 

	United Kingdom
	Both systems are in use in different elections.
	Open and closed lists.
	The ballot papers are transferred from polling stations to a central venue in the constituency where the votes are counted by local authority staff.
	No answer
	The results are published in the counting centres (not at polling stations).


	No answer


Electoral procedures in countries – members of the Council of Europe; Questions 5, 10-12

	
	Question 10:

How are determined the final results of the election ?
	Question 11:

How many days does it take to announce official results of voting?
	Question 5:

Appointing members of an election commission at the basic level
	Question 12:

Appointing members of an electoral management body on the national level

	Albania
	Central Election Commission announces results of the voting based on tables of results issued by each district election commission.
	No later than 48 hours after receiving all protocols from election committees on basic level.
	Members of 7-person election commission at polling station are appointed by the Central Election Commission. Candidates for the posts are proposed by political parties. 
	Central Election Commission consists of 4 parliamentarians – 2 from governing party and 2 belonging to the party of the parliamentary opposition which has the largest number of seats in the Assembly of Albania.

	Austria
	On the basis of information delivered electronically.
	About three weeks after parliamentary and EP elections.

About 10 days after local election.
	Members of election commission are citizens living in the electoral district, appointed by political parties. Chairpersons of commissions are civil servants.
	The Federal Electoral Board consists of  officials of the Electoral Affairs Department of the Federal Ministry of Interior.

	Belgium
	On the basis of information delivered electronically.
	In all elections – as soon as possible (generally a couple of days).


	Members of election commissions at polling stations are appointed by the local justice of the peace. Preferred are magistrates, lawyers, notaries public, bailiffs, civil servants and teachers. 
	The Minister of Interior is responsible for conduct of election and announcement of its results.

	Bosnia and Herzegovina
	On the basis of data delivered to the Central Election Commission electronically and on paper.
	Official results are announced about 30 days after parliamentary or local election.
	A municipal election commission draws lots to establish which political parties get places in commissions at polling stations. Afterwards during a week the parties give lists of names to fill places in these commissions.
	The 7-person Central Election Commission of BH is elected by the House of Representatives of the Parliamentary Assembly of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

	Bulgaria
	On the basis of protocols from district election commissions.
	On the 5th day after EP election.

On the 3rd day after parliamentary election.

There is no set time in case of local election.
	Candidates for members of election  commissions at polling stations are proposed by political parties and these entities fix (in presence of a mayor or borough leader) composition of these commissions.
	18-person Central Election Commission consists of people designated by political parties active in parliament plus one person chosen by these groupings which are represented in EP but have no deputies in national parliament.

	Croatia
	On the basis of protocols on paper.
	After the deadline for consideration of electoral complaints.
	Permanent composition of a municipal election commission consists of a chairperson, two members and their substitutes. To the expanded composition come additionally 4 members of political parties (2 from ruling party and 2 from opposition). 
	State Electoral Commission consists of 9 people. The chairperson is the President of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Croatia by position. Two deputy chairpersons are elected by the general assembly of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Croatia from among judges of that court. The other deputy chairpersons are elected by the Parliament; 3 members are  elected by governing party and 3 – by the opposition. 

	Cyprus
	In parliamentary election the first distribution of seats is carried out by the Returning Officers in constituencies. The results of the vote are then transmitted to the Chief Returning Officer for the second distribution of seats. He/she also announces the final results.
	The results are announced on the election day in all elections.
	All members of a polling station commission are civil servants.
	Chairperson of the Central Electoral Service is appointed by the Minister of Interior for unspecified period of time.

	Denmark
	Documentation with the results of voting is sent electronically to Statistics Denmark and to the Ministry of the Interior and Health.
	Usually on the 5th day after parliamentary election its results are published on the election websites of the Ministry of the Interior and Health and of Statistics Denmark.
	Members of municipal election committees are city or borough council members (among them mayors who are ex officio chairpersons).
	No answer

	Estonia
	On the basis of records from election committees of  lower (basic and district) level delivered electronically and on paper.
	Official results are declared after all electoral complaints have been resolved by competent institutions (it usually takes 30-40 days).
	A half of the composition of election commission at polling station is appointed by a mayor or borough leader, and the rest – by political parties (each party one person).
	The 7 members of National Election Committee are appointed by people holding certain state positions.

	Finland
	Final results are established in 13 district committees.
	On the 3rd day after the election day.
	Members of election commissions represent political parties.
	Institution which oversees election is one of departments of Ministry of Justice.

	France
	In the Ministry of Internal Affairs on the basis of records on paper and in electronic form. 
	On the day after the election day.
	Election commissions at polling stations are appointed by prefects. The chairperson is usually the mayor, his deputy or a person  designated by the mayor. Candidates for members are proposed by candidates in election.
	There is no administrative body responsible for conducting elections and announcing its results. Elections are organized by the municipalities under the authority of the Ministry of Interior.

	Germany
	On the basis of protocols from commissions of lower level.
	No answer
	The chairpersons of commissions at polling stations and their substitutes are appointed by the state government. Members of a committee are appointed by the chairperson or by local authority. They must be voters of the municipality.
	Federal Returning Officer and his deputy are appointed by the Ministry of Interior. Traditionally it is the chief of the Federal Statistic Office. He is appointed for an unspecified period of time.



	Greece
	The results are gathered in the Ministry of Interior. Afterwards they are cross-checked by competent court authorities – it can last few days.
	After few days.
	A chairperson of an election commission at polling station should be a lawyer. Members of the committee are drawn by the competent court from among the citizens who are registered at the electoral rolls of respective area.
	Directorate of Elections of the Ministry of Interior is responsible for carrying out all kind of elections and referendums.

	Hungary
	On the basis of data from protocols on paper and from electronic ones.
	Results of an EP election are announced after closing polling stations in all member states.

6 days after parliamentary election; definitive results – 19 days after election.

6 days after local election.


	In a 5-person election commission there are 3 members appointed by self-government and 2 proposed by political parties.
	The seven permanent members of the National Election Commission are elected by the parliament for a term of nine years on the proposal of the President of the Republic. Each political party present in the parliament appoints one member of the Commission after the date of the oncoming election has been set.

	Ireland
	In Dáil election the names of deputies elected in constituencies are announced in central counting places and sent to the Clerk of the Dáil. 
	The election results are announced in the count centres when the count is completed.
	No answer
	Electoral management body form civil servants working at the Ministry of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government. They are appointed for an unspecified period of time.

	Iceland
	The National Electoral Commission publishes at its website the results of  parliamentary election on basis of information from Senior Electoral Commissions. 
	About a week after parliamentary and local elections.
	3 members of election commissions at polling stations and their deputies are appointed by the local authority. It is concerned as a civil duty to serve as a member of an election commission.  
	After each parliamentary election the new parliament appoints the 5-person National Electoral Commission and the same number of deputy members.

	Israel
	Central Election Commission publishes official results of voting on the basis of electronic data from regional election committees. 
	The results of a parliamentary election shall be announced within 8 days.
	No answer
	Chairperson at the Central Election Committee is a judge of the Supreme Court. Members of the committee (up to 30 person) are representatives of the political parties present in the Knesset.

	Italy
	On the basis of protocols on paper from committees on basic  level.
	After few days.
	A chairperson of an election commission is chosen by the President of the Court of Appeal from among judges and lawyers working in the area. Members of a committee at a polling station are selected by municipal officer among voters of the municipality who are registered as polling clerks.
	The National Electoral Office is made up of five judges set up at the Corte di Cassazione (the supreme court). They are chosen by the First President of the court.

	Lithuania
	On the basis of electronic protocols from district election committees and of protocols on paper from election committees on basic level.
	The Central Electoral Commission proclaims the final election results not later than on the 7th day after the election.
	Candidates for members of the election commissions at polling stations are proposed by political parties. In case of a vacancy the place is filled in by a person chosen by a mayor or a borough leader. 
	A newly elected Seimas sets up a new Central Electoral Commission for a 4-year term. At the moment (in 2015) the commission consists of 16 members.

	Luxembourg
	On the basis of protocols.
	Usually on the 5th day after election.
	The president of each election commission is nominated by the president of the court of the district. He/she designates members of the commission from among the voters of the municipality.
	A Central Government Office for parliamentary, European and local elections is appointed by the government 2 months before election.

	Moldova
	On the basis of protocols.
	First results – 48 hours after parliamentary election; Final results – after all electoral complaints have been resolved.

11 days after local election.
	Three members of each election commission at polling station are nominated by a municipality council. The rest are members designated by political parties represented in the parliament.
	The Central Election Commission consists of 9 members: 1 member is appointed by the President of the Republic of Moldova, the rest – by the Parliament, with proportional representation of the majority and of the opposition.

	Montenegro
	On the basis of protocols on paper from election committees of basic level.
	After the deadline for consideration of electoral complaints.
	No answer
	The 11-person State Election Commission in standing composition is appointed by the Parliament at a proposal of the working body of the Parliament responsible for elections and appointments.

	Netherlands
	On the basis of official protocols of election committees on medium level.
	About 2 days after parliamentary election.

About 7 days after EP election.

After 2 days after local election.
	Municipal executive defines the number of members constituting an election commission and appoints them.
	Members of the 7-person Electoral Council are appointed by the Minister of the Interior Affairs.

	Norway
	On the basis of protocols from election commissions at basic level.
	About a week after parliamentary or local election.
	Members of election committees at polling stations are elected by municipal or borough council. 
	National Electoral Committee is appointed before oncoming election by the Minister of Local Government and Regional Development. It consists of representatives of parties that are represented in parliament.

	Poland 
	On the basis of data from electronic protocols and on paper.
	On the 2nd day after EP election.

On the 3rd day after parliamentary election.

On the 3rd day after local election.
	Candidates for members of election commissions are proposed by committees of candidates in election. In each commission there is also a person designated by a city mayor or a borough leader from the municipal office staff.
	9-person State Electoral Commission is appointed by the President. Members are proposed by the Constitutional Tribunal, the Supreme Court and Supreme Administrative Court – 3 persons each.

	Portugal
	On the basis of documentation sent in by the election committees on basic level (from polling stations).
	10 days after parliamentary or EP election.

30 days after local election.
	Members of election committees at polling stations are appointed by the mayor of the municipal authority from among candidates proposed by political parties.
	10-person National Election Commission consists of: a chairperson appointed by the Supreme Judicial Council, 6 members delegated by the Parliament, 3 members sent by 3 ministries.

	Romania
	On the basis of electronic protocols from district election committees and of protocols on paper from election committees on basic level. 


	On the 2nd day after EP election;

On the 3rd day after parliamentary election;

On the 3rd day after local election.
	The chairpersons of election commissions at polling stations are chosen by a draw from among jurists and magistrates living in the county. After these posts are filled, political parties deliver lists of candidates to work at polling stations. There should be no more than 3 people representing one party in a polling station committee. Usually such a committee consists of a chairperson, his deputy and 7 members.
	15-person Central Electoral Bureau consists of 5 judges appointed by the president of the High Court of Cassation and Justice and no more than 12 representatives of the political parties and alliances participating in the election. The Chairperson and his/her 2 deputies are chosen by both chambers of parliament. 

	Russia
	On the basis of protocols from committees of lower level.
	3 months after an election of federal bodies of state power;

2 months after an election of bodies of state power of a subject of the Russian Federation and  bodies of local government.
	No answer
	Central Election Commission consists of 15 members; the President, the State Duma and the Council of Federation appoint 5 members each.

	Serbia
	The Republic Electoral Commission PKW announces full results of voting on the basis of protocols on paper.
	Within 96 hours after parliamentary election. 

Within 24 hours after local election.
	An election commission consists of a chairperson and no less than 6 members who are appointed by local assembly or unit of local self-government.
	16-person Republic Electoral Commission is appointed by the National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia for a 4-years term.

	Slovakia
	On the basis of protocols on paper from committees of basic  level.
	On the 2nd day after election.
	No answer
	Each political party participating in election designates one member of the Central Electoral Commission. The Chairperson of the Central Electoral Commission is selected from among its members by drawing a lot.

	Slovenia
	On the basis of protocols on paper.
	16 days after EP election.

11 days after parliamentary election.

14 days after local election.
	Candidates for the posts of chairperson and members of election committees at polling stations are proposed by political parties. The chairperson must be a lawyer.
	The State Election Commission is appointed by the National Assembly. The chairperson and his/her deputy are judges of the supreme Court. The rest are 2 lawyers and 3 representatives of political parties.

	Spain
	On the basis of protocols on paper from election committees.
	Aggregate counting is carried out on the third day following the poll.
	3 members of an election commission (a chairperson and two members) are drawn from among all inhabitants of the election district.
	Central Electoral Commission consists of: 8 judges of the Supreme Court, designated by lot by the General Judiciary Council and 5 university professors of law, political science or social science, appointed on a joint proposal of parties, federations, and coalitions represented in the Congress of Deputies.

	Sweden
	On the day after the election day the votes are counted again at the County Administrative Board. The results are recorded in the Election Authority Database System.
	About a week after parliamentary and EP election. About 10 days after local election.
	Municipal council forms an election committee which appoints members of polling station  committees – they are civil servants. 
	The Election Authority is a governmental agency. It employs 17 people.

The Election Review Board consists of seven members. The Chair of the Board must be a judge and may not be a member of parliament. The members of the Board are appointed by the Riksdag.

	Switzerland
	On the basis of protocols on paper from committees of basic  level.
	17 days after parliamentary election.
	Differently in different cantons. Members of election committees at polling stations are representatives of political parties living in the electoral district or volunteers or people employed for the task.
	The Swiss government is responsible for the conduct of election.

	Turkey 
	On the basis of protocols on paper.
	10 days after parliamentary election. 

A month after local election.
	Members of an election commission at a polling station are chosen by a draw from among candidates proposed by the chairperson of the committee and by political parties.


	7-person Supreme Board of Election plus 4 deputy members are  elected by the General Board of High Court of Appeals (6 judges), and of the members of the General Board of Council of State (5 judges) from amongst their own members.

	Ukraine
	On the basis of protocols on paper.
	Within a week after local election.
	Candidates for members of an election commission at a polling station are proposed by political parties and committees of candidates taking part in the election in the district.
	15-person Central Election  Commission is elected by parliamentarians from among candidates proposed by the president.

	United Kingdom
	In parliamentary election  (First Past the Post system) the result from each constituency (name of the successful candidate) is sent by the chairperson of the election committee to the Clerk of the Crown who enters the names of the new elected Members of the House of Commons in a book kept at the Crown Office. 
	Next day after parliamentary election. 

Results of the EP election are announced after closing polling stations in all member states.

As soon as possible after local election.
	No answer
	The UK’s Electoral Commission does not organize election. It is a body appointed by the parliament  supporting electoral administration by providing guidance and support to administrators. 7 members of the Commission are appointed by the Queen.
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